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While Concord and the nation face 
historic fi nancial challenges, the reuse 
of the Concord Naval Weapons Station 
in coming years is a bright point in 
Concord’s future. By the time the trans-
fer occurs and actual development plans 
receive approvals from the City, the econ-
omy is expected to stabilize and recover. 
As Phase III comes to a close, Concord 
will be well-positioned to take advantage 
of the economic turn-around.

Next steps
While the confi rmation of the Clustered 

Villages as the Preferred Alternative is a 
major milestone in the process, many more 
steps are necessary before the community 
will see any construction on the property.

As can been seen on the graphic below, 
the City and the Navy both have substantial 
activities to complete before the property 
can be transferred for other use. Th e process 
to date has been one of transparency, and 
during the next year to 18 months there 

will be many opportunities for the public 
to provide comment.

In January, the City formally submitted 
its Preferred Reuse Plan Alternative to the 
Navy and the Homeless Assistance Plan 
to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), as required by base 
closure law. Concord’s Homeless Assistance 
Plan was negotiated with a number of local 
homeless service providers.

The submission allows the Navy to 
proceed with federal environmental review 
under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) as required prior to the sale or transfer 
of the property. Th e Navy has not set a date for 
issuing a Notice of Intent to prepare an envi-
ronmental impact statement (EIS). Th e Navy 
has indicated that it may release an NOI as 
soon as it has a preliminary acceptance from 
HUD on the homeless assistance submis-
sion. Dates and locations for Public Scoping 
meetings for the EIS would be announced 
in the NOI. Th e Navy would have one year 
to complete its EIS from the date of the NOI 
being published in the Federal Register.

During the EIS preparation, the Navy 
has two other primary tasks to complete. As 
a Federal agency and the property owner, it 
must complete a consultation with both the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS), 
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act, and the State Historic Preservation 
Offi  cer (SHPO), under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (for 
prehistoric and historic resources). Th ese 
consultations will lead to issuance of a 
Biological Opinion by the USF&WS and a 
Letter of Concurrence from the SHPO.

While the Navy is completing its work, 
the City has its own set of tasks to complete. 
Th e primary City actions are to comply 
with the California Environmental Quality 
Act, adopt a fi nal reuse plan, and amend 
the General Plan to include the adopted 
reuse plan and prepare and submit a plan 
for disposal of the property. With the ex-
ception of the last action, all of the tasks 
above will have extensive public input com-
ponents. Notices for public meetings and 
opportunities for public comment will be 

Concord police supports 
community blood donor days
By 
Margaret Romiti
Volunteer and 
Emergency Services
Coordinator

The American Red Cross has designated 
April 13 to 20 as Concord Police 

Blood Donor Days. City employees and 
the Concord community are encouraged 
to participate. 

For as long as the Red Cross has pro-
moted blood drives, the motto has been 

“Save a Life – Give Blood.” While this may 
sound trite, consider this. Every minute 
of every day, someone, somewhere, needs 
blood. Th at blood can only come from 
a volunteer donor. Th ere is no substitute. 
Currently, only 3 out of every 10 people in 
America donate blood.

Blood is needed for a host of reasons: 
vehicle and equipment accidents, falls, and 
other emergencies. But this is just the tip of 
the iceberg. Millions of people suff er from 
blood diseases such as cancer, sickle cell, ane-
mia and other illnesses. Th ese are the ones 
you don’t hear much about. Some people 
need regular blood transfusions to live.

So what’s an hour worth to you? In just 
about an hour you can make a diff erence 
between life and death. To be an eligible 
donor you must be 17 or older, weigh at 
least 110 pounds, be in good health, and 
not have donated in the past eight weeks. 
Being “healthy” can also mean that you 
are being treated and the condition is un-
der control. Each potential donor’s health 
history is discussed as part of the donation 
process before any blood is collected. Th ere 
is a long list of medical conditions that are 

reviewed, and each donor’s temperature, 
pulse, blood pressure and blood count are 
checked.

The Concord Police Donor Days 
will be held at the Contra Costa Blood Center, 
140 Gregory Lane (cross street Cleaveland), 
Pleasant Hill 94523. Blood Center parking 
is accessed from Cleaveland. Th e Blood 
Center hours are listed in the chart below.

During this week, donors can sign-in 
using the Police Offi  cer Support sign-in 
sheet. Th e idea is to build a “donor days” 
drive that can be repeated once or twice a 
year, showing Police Offi  cer and Concord’s 
support for the local community. 

Th ere are many heart-warming stories 
about those whose lives have been aff ected 
by blood donors. Consider the story of 
Anna Claire.

When Anna Claire was born prematurely, 
her body wasn’t producing blood on its own. 
Blood was needed immediately. Fortunately, 
thanks to compassionate donors, the blood 
was there, and seven weeks later, Anna Claire 
was able to go home. Her grandmother says, 

“We were donors before Anna Claire but 
never thought it would be a life and death 
situation for our immediate family.” Today, 
Anna Claire’s parents are also regular blood 
donors, grateful for the anonymous donors 
who saved their daughter’s life.

Your single donation will aff ect, help, 
and potentially save the life of up to three 
patients in local community hospitals. 

To schedule an appointment, call 
1-800-GIVE-LIFE, and remember to 
bring a photo-ID. ◆

10 Reasons to Give Blood

10. You get free juice and cookies

9. You will weigh one pint less

8. It’s easy and convenient

7. It’s something you can spare

6.
Your bandage is your Badge 

of Honor

5. You’ll feel good about yourself

4. You’ll help ensure the blood supply

3.
It’s a gift only one person can 

give another

2. You will be someone’s hero

1. It’s the right thing to do

CONTRA COSTA BLOOD CENTER
To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

Remember to bring a photo-ID.

Day Date Hours
Monday April 13, 2009 7 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday April 14, 2009 7 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday April 15, 2009 7 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday April 16, 2009 7 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Friday April 17, 2009 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Saturday April 18, 2009 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Sunday April 19, 2009 7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Monday April 20, 2009 7 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.

CONCORD COMMUNITY REUSE PROJECT:  Estimated Timeline

2009 2010           2011 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

City

Environmental 
Impact 

Report (EIR)

Revise Draft EIR

Recirculate for 
Comment  ‡

Certify 
Final EIR  ‡

Re use Plan Refi ne / Adopt Reuse Plan ‡

General Plan ‡  Develop Policies / Amend General Plan  ‡

Disposition Strategy Consultation with  
PBC Applicants

Prepare / Submit 
Disposition Strategy

Navy (2)

Environmental Impact Study 
(EIS)

 ‡                    Prepare Federal EIS

Circulate for 
Comment  ‡

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 
(§ 7); State Historic 
Preservation Offi cer 

(§ 106) SHPO Consultation

Initiate Section 7 / Section 106 Consultations
Receive Biological 

Opinion and 
SHPO Concurrence

Record of Decision Publish ROD

Dispose of Property Dispose of 
Property

U.S. Dept. 
of Housing 
and Urban 

Development

Homeless Assistance 
Submission (HAS)

HAS Review

HAS Revision

HUD Concurrence 
with HAS

 NOTES: (1) ‡ – Indicates opportunity for formal public comment.
 (2) These are general estimated timelines developed by the City based on BRAC regulation and typical consultation timelines. The Navy has not published a schedule for its work program.
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